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The Commonwealth Blue Charter is an agreement by all Commonwealth countries to collectively tackle ocean-
related challenges. To deliver on its own commitment to the Blue Charter, the ACU established the Blue Charter

Fellowships programme with funding from UK BEIS and Waitrose & Partners. Since 2018, the programme
supported 48 outstanding researchers from 14 Commonwealth countries to undertake diverse, collaborative
research projects on a range of topics related to marine plastics pollution, from consumer behavioural change
to community-based recycling strategies. They have not only produced insightful research outcomes, but their
commitment to driving change has also generated greater momentum to tackle one of the biggest
environmental challenges of our time.

To support Fellows in communicating their research outcomes and engaging key policy, industry, and
community actors, Waitrose & Partners have also funded a series of 9 online training modules on knowledge
exchange, research uptake, and research impact launched in 2020. All Fellows who completed the training were
also eligible to apply for a Knowledge Exchange Grant Scheme, designed to help them plan and deliver impactful
community-based activities to tackle plastic pollution and raise ocean awareness across the Commonwealth.
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For more information on Blue Charter, please contact George Lakey, Programme Manager at george.lakey@acu.ac.uk
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